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lately saw an estimate for a school-house prepared in I86i,
which, not having been built at the time, has had to be increas-
ed 25 per cent., because the building is deferred to 1808. la
some stations east of Calcutta, for example at Jessore, the cost of
labour is so high that no one will build a house, though the
station is terribly in need of them. Public works, communi-
cations, sanitary operations, io fact the most useful and neces-
sary works of society, are coming to a staud-still on account of
the scarcity and cost of labour. Moreover, the price of labour
re-acts upon a number of other occupations, especially on the
Police. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that not only the
material progress, but even the material well-being of the
country, must be ruined if labour is to become as it is in
Assam.

Now, the important question for decision is whether this
rapid increase in price and diminution ia  numbers in  the
supply of cooly labour is temporary and passing, and will tend
to right itself; or whether it is due to causes which are permanent
and durable.   For this purpose we must go back again, first, to
general principles, and then to their   special application to
Bengal.   It is indispensable to a right view of the question to
recognise the fact that in respect to the scarcity and price of
labour, Bengal is only an exaggerated instance of what is going
on all over the world in all countries where the system of free
competition is fully in force*   It must be remembered that till
very recently there were many artificial or natural checks 0&
this system in England.   The scanty extension of education
rendered the professions and educated employments the province
of a very limited number of persons; national trades were
protected, agriculture especially so; the navy was filled by
means of the press-gang, and not by the natural principle of
supply and demand; emigration from   Ireland had hardly
commenced, and the then, redundant Irish population, impover-
ished by circumstances and policy, afforded a ready supply for
the army at a low price,   It is only, therefore, for forty or fifty
years that the system of free competition has been in full un-
checked swing in   England, while   in all other   Buropeaa
countries the conscription for the army, which annually draws off
a large portion of the population, and compels them to serve
for next to nothing, necessarily affects the price of labour, and
perpetuates the existence of a large class who are accustomed
to turn their hand to anything and lend their labour to others
without enforcing the market price which such real labour could